Through the Lens

Seniors Card Photographic Competition and Exhibition
Through the Lens: Seniors Card Photographic
Competition and Exhibition has been
delivered by the Office for Ageing Well as
part of this year’s International Day of
Older Persons.

The photo competition was open to all
South Australian Seniors Card members and
celebrates the skills of our older population
through the art of photography.
More than 700 entries were received!

Artistic photography

With such high numbers of entries consistently
in the competition, Through the Lens further
demonstrates that people of all ages enjoy the
art of photography and that age does not limit
your creativity!

Landscape and nature
Winner - Paul O’Leary
I Disappear

The original image was taken
at the Steampunk Festival at
Port Adelaide. Due to COVID
restrictions masks had to be
worn. This gave the inspiration
for the dispersion effect of the
image combined with the mask
and the steampunk gear.

Finalist - Paulo Ricardo DeOliveira
Flamenco No.1

‘Flamenco No.1 forms part of a
photographic essay I made using red tulips.
It was inspired by the idea of Flamenco
Spanish dancers and their passion as they
dance - initially bright and lively but, as the
tulips withered, I captured them ageing,
however beautiful and red coloured. So,
in a way, this is the conclusion of an essay
on beauty and the passing of time and,
somehow, the finitude of life.’

Portrait

Winner - Liz Daniels

Winner - Ian Patterson

Cruising

“Cruising” Giant Australian Cuttlefish. The photo was taken at
Point Lowly near Whyalla at a depth of 3 metres. A large male
is displaying all his magnificent colours in the hope of finding a
mate. The camera used was a Canon G15 in a Nauticam housing,
with an externally mounted wide angle lens and a single Inon
D2000 Strobe.

Finalist - Lawrence
Vassallo
A Chance Discovery

Well we had just embarked
on our photography
journey as we had
discovered a passion for
photography and fungi!
We went looking locally
and in one of the pine plantations I discovered these specimens.
It wasn’t until I laid down to photograph them I realised how
special and awe inspiring nature truly is. The photo is the result.

RIP Micky

Photo taken of local patron
‘Bucks’ as he stands on a cold,
wintery Sunday afternoon
outside the local country pub,
drawing on his cigarette butt,
comfortable in his tee-shirt and
thongs and at his feet are etched
the words RIP MICKY 19#8 .… One
ponders was “RIP Micky 19#8”
an old drinking buddy that Bucks
visits regularly to remember the
good old times they had together!

Finalist - Dennis Kraayenbrink
Jija Mooga Gu: Secret Pretty Things

This recent summer and indoor shot is of Aboriginal
actors Grace and Eva. They featured in a movie
Jija Mooga Gu set in the 1950s. Aboriginal people
were assimilated by Governments and missionaries
by absorbing them into white society through the
process of removing them from their families.
Grace and Eva had a yearning to understand their
identities. They met in secret to find refuge from the
mission. The language of their faces conveys a story
of turmoil, confusion and loss of identity.

Active ageing

Meaningful connections
Winner - Cherie
Anderson

Pop and Grandson. “The
cycle of life”

Winner - Suzanne Opitz

Senior Swans

Each year, the Macclesfield Young at Heart Club puts on a Biggest
Morning Tea to raise money for the SA Cancer Council, this year
raising over $23,000. One of the most popular sections of this
event is the entertainment, this year provided by the Macclesfield
‘Ballet’ company. Each member of this prestigious troupe is aged
from 60 to 80 years old, performing the lesser known pas de quatre
from ‘Swan Lake’, the dance of the Senior Swans, assisted by a very
odd black swan.

In farming the way to learn
is a hands on experience.
Pop has a special bond
with his Grandson and
passes his knowledge on
to the next generation just
as his Grandfather did for
him. Farming is in your
blood and this little man is
looking like he will be the
fifth generation to farm this
land. This will be a proud
moment for Pop, if and when
this happens. The photo
was taken on our farm at
Wynarka a few years ago
when we were getting sheep
in to tail the lambs.

Finalist - Martin Newland
Always will be Aboriginal Land

Finalist - Drew Stinton
Barry Matto, Bookseller

After European settlement, the struggle
by the indigenous peoples’ of this
country for recognition of themselves
and their culture has been a long and
arduous journey. At this year’s “Invasion
Day Rally” in January, this young person
displayed to all who were present,
the importance of our connection
to country, with the fervour and
passion of youth and a clenched fist of
determination. As the camera shutter
clicked, the repetitive chant of “Always
was, always will be Aboriginal Land”
rang out all around me.

Barry Matto has been running
his Adelaide Central Market
bookshop for 40 years and has
seen it all. Parents say, “I dont
suppose you remember me, I
came here to buy comics and
kid’s books.” Now they bring
their children here and it’s
incredible. Adelaide Central
Market 2022.

Judge’s Choice Award
Winner – Ian Patterson
”Cruising”
“Cruising” Giant Australian Cuttlefish. The photo was
taken at Point Lowly near Whyalla at a depth of 3 metres.
A large male is displaying all his magnificent colours in
the hope of finding a mate. The camera used was a Canon
G15 in a Nauticam housing, with an externally mounted
wide angle lens and a single Inon D2000 Strobe.

For more information about Through the Lens

visit www.seniorscard.sa.gov.au or contact the Seniors Card Unit on 1800 819 961

